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important, as it throws some light on the erection of
prehistoric monoliths in other parts of the world. Assam
and Madagascar are the only remaining parts of the
world where the practice of erecting rough stones
still continues.,...The origin of this stone cult is uncertain,
but it appears that it is to be mainly imputed to the
Mon-Kbmer intrasion from the east/' In his opinion the
erection of these monoliths takes the form of the Ungam,
and yoni. He thinks that the Tantrik form of worship, so
prevalent in Assam, is probably due to " the incorporation
into Hinduism of a fertility cult which preceded it as
the religion of the country* The dolmens possibly suggest
distribution from South India, but if so, the probable
course was across the Bay of Bengal 'and then back
again westward from further Asia. Possibly the origin
was from Indonesia whence apparently the use of
(areca nut) spread to India as well as the Pacific/'1

1 I have not been able to consult the recent publication of ML
Nobnhiio Hatsumoto, Le Japonai* et lea langues Austroatiatiques, in
which he appears to have opened another new line of Axistro-Asiatic
research.